
 
Alfred Drowne neighborhood on historic register 

The district includes 43 houses, 40 facing Alfred Drowne Road, and 3 on 
Washington Road. 
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By SACHI FUJIMORI 
Journal Staff Writer 

BARRINGTON -- The Alfred Drowne Road area, which includes 43 private homes in West 
Barrington, was added on June 10 to the National Register of Historic Places by the National 
Park Service in Washington, D.C. 

The recognition qualifies homeowners in the 27-acre district for up to $2,000 a year in state 
income tax credits for home improvements that meet historical preservation standards. 

But the greater impact of the listing is the recognition that the Barrington neighborhood -- with 
houses datingto the 1850s -- is an important part of the history of Rhode Island's suburbs, said 
Edward Sanderson, executive director of The Rhode Island Historic Preservation and Heritage 
Commission. 

"The Alfred Drowne Road Historic District exemplifies Barrington's transformation from an 
agricultural community to a highly desirable suburb of Providence," said the news release 
announcing the listing. 

Another benefit is that the neighborhood will receive special consideration during the planning 
of federal or federally assisted projects, said Sanderson. 

Every time the Department of Transportation does roadwork in a historic district the commission 
reviews the project, according to Sanderson. But it's unlikely such work would occur in the 
Alfred Drowne Road Historic District, he added. 

National Register properties are not protected from demolition. 

Sanderson said the commission and the National Park Service undertook a comprehensive 
historical study of the area, which was originally farmland owned by the Drowne family in the 
mid-19th century. 

The Drowne property was gradually sold off and subdivided into residential plots after a railway 
station was built in 1855, connecting Bristol commuters to Providence. The railway was 
damaged by a hurricane in 1938, and is the sight of the East Bay Bike Path today. 



By 1921 there were 35 houses in the district. There has been little architectural change to the area 
since 1940. 

All of the homes face Alfred Drowne Road, except for three on Washington Road. 

To make it on the National Register, properties must be nominated by the Rhode Island 
Historical Preservation and Heritage Commission. The commission then sends the nomination to 
the National Park Service. 

There are about 12,000 Rhode Island properties listed on the National Register, according to the 
commission's Web site. 
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